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FrontGate
DAY’S END. In 1971, the lifelong bird hunter bought the first
2,940-acre parcel that would become his beloved Mesa Vista.

LISTING | TO P T EN | I NVEST ING | EV E NTS
WYMAN MEINZER

LISTING

It’s Time to Sell My Ranch
by T. Boone Pickens

G

rowing up in Holdenville, Oklahoma, I once
walked ﬁve miles from town down to the banks
of the Canadian River – and back – to earn a
Boy Scout merit badge.
Today, some 80 years later, that very same Canadian
River remains a fixture in my life. It forms the northern
boundary of my 65,000-acre Mesa Vista Ranch in the
northeast corner of the Texas Panhandle. The ranch’s
name is a tribute to the stunning mesa views across the
Canadian that signal the southern edge of the Great Plains.
Years ago, at a high school commencement speech for
my grandson, I oﬀered to trade the Mesa Vista (and my
jet and my billion-dollar bank account) to any graduating
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senior. ere was a catch. ey got my ranch and the G-V
and the money, but I got their future. Sounds like a helluva
deal, and it was. For me.
Today, however, trading my ranch is off the table. But
selling it is not. I’m officially putting it on the market.
Asking price: $250 million.
Selling the Mesa Vista is the prudent thing for an
89-year-old to do. It’s time to get my life and my affairs
in order. There are many reasons why the time is right for
me to sell the Mesa Vista now, not the least of which is to
ensure that one of the most magnificent properties in the
world ends up in the hands of an individual or a group of
buyers who share my conservation ethic.
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Ray Sasser at the Dallas Morning News calls the Mesa Vista “the finest quail-hunting spot in the known universe.”

R

eﬂecting back on my career, one
of my keys to success has been
an ability to accept and embrace
change. at has been especially true
in the fourth quarter of my life. Several
years ago, my longtime personal doctor
said he had good news and bad news
for me.
“Shoot straight,” I told him.
“Well, the good news is you’re going
to live to be 110. e bad news is you
won’t be able to hear or see in three
years,” he said.
“Hell, I’m already there,” I countered.
Slowly but inevitably, my fading vision
and limited hearing have forced me to
give up things I’ve loved and excelled
at — golf and hunting, in particular.
Although the beauty of Mesa Vista
remains intact, the ranch roads I have
driven thousands of times are now
blurred. Can I hear a flock of turkeys
noisily roosting in one of the cottonwoods
by the Lodge? Of course I can. But can
I pick out a single gobbler? Probably not.
It’s time to embrace and accept that my
life has changed.
My hopes for the Mesa Vista and my
plans for its future remain as vivid as they
were when I began assembling the ranch
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Pickens and his good friend Ted Turner have
both graced the cover of the Magazine of
the American Landowner on two occasions.

46 years ago. I initiated a multi-decade
program to help the land heal and,
over time, invested millions of dollars
on wildlife management programs and
facilities to create what many believe is
the best quail hunting in the world.
My friend Ray Sasser, the outdoor
writer for the Dallas Morning News, calls
the Mesa Vista “the finest quail-hunting
spot in the known universe.”

We have minimal cattle grazing on
the ranch, preferring instead to let the
land revert to pristine prairie conditions
much as it had been in centuries past.
And the Mesa Vista is water rich
in ways I am hard pressed to convey.
Roberts County sits over the Ogallala
Aquifer, the largest groundwater reservoir
in the US and one of the largest in the
world. The Ogallala spans eight Great
Plains states and covers some 174,000
square miles. This reservoir is estimated
to contain over three billion acre-feet of
water, and it stretches from south of the
ranch near Midland clear up to South
Dakota. That’s enough water to cover
all 50 states 18 inches deep.
It shouldn’t surprise you to learn that
my ranch is the only place I’ve ever
drilled that I had never had a dry hole.
We hit water every time. Thanks to this
God-given gift, the Mesa Vista is blessed
with miles of creeks, acres of wetlands,
and nearly 20 lakes of varying size.
In addition, the ranch’s water rights
total approximately 42,000 acres. That
means the next owners of the Mesa Vista
will be able to utilize 42,000 acre-feet of
water per year as they see fit. And that
includes selling it on the open market.
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THOMAS ROBERTS

The Lake House is one of the many world-class improvements that have been built on the Mesa Vista. Crafted from Lueders limestone, it
totals 12,000 square feet indoors and has 4,000 feet of porches and patios that offer stunning views of the Texas Panhandle in all directions.

I

n 1971, when I bought the ﬁrst parcel
of what would become the Mesa
Vista, there was only one structure
on it: a tiny metal building that was used
to store blocks of cattle supplement that
ranchers call cake. So we called it the
Cake House. And when it got really cold
or the wind picked up, I’d grab my bird
dogs and we’d duck inside. We wouldn’t
get warm; we just weren’t near as cold.
A lot of things have changed since then.
Ae Mesa Vista has grown from 2,940
acres to almost 65,000 acres. Aat’s more
than 100 square miles. And the
accommodations we’ve built are ﬁrst rate.
Aere’s the Lake House, a spectacular
12,000-square-foot getaway with 4,000
additional square feet of porches (above).
With 33,000 square feet, the Lodge hosts
much larger groups. It has a huge great
room, an expansive media center, my
library, and several dining options. Ae
6,000-square-foot Family House is completely self-contained and is a short walk
to the Lodge as is Ae Pub. Ae Gate
House is a short drive away. My bird
dogs are housed in a 12,000-square-foot
kennel, and we built a 6,000-foot runway
with its own 25,000-square-foot hangar.
Aere’s a lovely chapel that has a glorious
view of the mesas and has seen marriages
and, sadly, funerals. Staﬀ housing is
spread out all across the ranch.
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Hall and Hall Ranch Partners
and Chas. S. Middleton and Son
have been selected to represent
T. Boone Pickens in the sale of the
Mesa Vista Ranch. The two
brokerages collaborated
on the successful sale of the
Waggoner Ranch in 2016.
Some of the numbers associated with
the improvements are substantial. Here’s
a for-instance: nearly 16,500 semi-loads
of materials were required to construct
the buildings I just mentioned. I personally directed the placement – or replacement – of 20,000-plus trees.
Mesa Vista Ranch’s unique combination
of pristine prairie and world-class amenities
have provided an unparalleled venue for
some of our nation's most inﬂuential
political and business leaders to share
their insights on matters of critical
importance to our times such as national

security, economic policy, energy issues,
and philanthropic investments.
The Mesa Vista has been a labor of love
that has occupied the better part of my life.
And I intend for a lot more good to come
from the sale of the ranch. To date, my
charitable giving exceeds $1 billion.
Much of the proceeds from the sale of my
ranch will be directed to The T. Boone
Pickens Foundation to fund a variety of
philanthropic and charitable commitments.
I see the marketing and sale of my
beloved ranch as a new beginning –
for the Mesa Vista’s new owners, for
the recipients of my charitable giving,
and, yes, like it or not, for me.

Monte Lyons of Hall and Hall Ranch
Partners and Sam Middleton of Chas. S.
Middleton and Son have been selected to
represent T. Boone Pickens in the sale of
the Mesa Vista Ranch. For additional
information, go to:
www.hallhall.com
&
www.chassmiddleton.com
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TOP TEN

The Land Report Top Ten
The Lone Star State dominates the leader board with four of the nation’s leading listings. — The Editors

6

Molokai Ranch (Hawaii): $260 million
This 55,574-acre ranch ranks as one of the Aloha State’s largest
and encompasses more than one-third of Hawaii’s fifth-largest
island, Molokai. Listed by Scott Carvill and Vicki Yu of Carvill
Sotheby's International Realty.

1

Las Varas Ranch (California): $108 million
These 1,800 acres just west of Santa Barbara encompass more
than two miles of Pacific Ocean frontage. Listed with Kerry
Mormann of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and
Anthony Punnett of Douglas Elliman Real Estate.

NEW! Mesa Vista Ranch (Texas): $250 million
Boone Pickens’ 100-square-mile masterpiece has been deemed
“arguably the finest quail hunting spot in the known universe.”
Learn more about this model of conservation and habitat management from Boone himself on page 21. Listed by Monte Lyons of
Hall and Hall and Sam Middleton of Chas S. Middleton and Son.

Cross Mountain Ranch (Colorado): $100 million
With 56,050 deeded acres and 168,000 leased, this Northern
Colorado ranch stretches over four counties and is home to
the largest elk herd in North America. Located 45 minutes from
Steamboat Springs. Listed with Ken Mirr of Mirr Ranch Group.

2

3

Sandow Lakes Ranch (Texas): $250 million
This 33,777-acre Central Texas sanctuary is being sold by Alcoa.
Bernard Uechtritz, international real estate advisor for Briggs
Freeman Sotheby’s International Real Estate has the listing.

4

Gemini (Florida): $165 million
Originally listed for $195 million, the Ziff family’s South Florida
compound features 1,200 feet of Atlantic Ocean frontage and
about 1,300 feet on the Intracoastal Waterway. Listed with Todd
Peter and Cristina Condon of Sotheby’s International Realty.

5

West Creek Ranch (Colorado): $149 million
Discovery Channel creator John Hendricks’s 6,900-acre ranch
straddles the Colorado–Utah line outside of Gateway, Colorado.
Kerry Endsley with LIV Sotheby’s International Realty has the
listing, which includes picturesque Unaweep Canyon.
26 TheLandReport | WINTER

2017

7

8

Nottingham Ranch (Colorado): $100 million
Surrounded by millions of acres of national forest and BLM land,
this cattle ranch carries 1,200 animal units and includes 1,200
acres of pivot irrigation and 2,000 acres of flood irrigation. Listed
by Ed Swinford and Brent Rimel with Slifer Smith & Frampton.
Rancho Agua Grande (Texas): $100 million
Located where the Texas Hill Country meets the Edwards
Plateau, these 17,132 acres rank as one of the most significant
live water ranches on the market in the Lone Star State today.
Listed by Howard Hood with Hood Real Estate.

9

Veale Ranch (Texas): $95 million
Located 11 miles from downtown Fort Worth, this working cattle
ranch is an outstanding long-term investment with substantial
development opportunities and key highway and rail access in
place. Listed by Bryan Pickens with Republic Ranches.

10
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AERIAL IMAGING PRODUCTIONS

Piedra Valley
Ranch C OLOR AD O
46 TheLandReport | W IN TER

2017

A contiguous block of 9,600 acres, this
vast retreat boasts nearly nine miles of
common boundary with the San Juan
National Forest and has no conservation
easement in place.

$46 million
(888) 557-3090
www.hallhall.com
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